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Volume 46, Issue 6                               *  MONROE BOAT CLUB  *                                           June 2020 

Commodore – Fred Hoitash 
The boating season is off to a bit of a rocky start for 
many.  Looking around the club docks, we seem to 
be filling in slowly.  It is Memorial Day weekend and 
our docks are not even half filled.  There is some 
activity in MBCs yard and over at Trout’s.  Several of 
the other marinas are just beginning to open.  Some 

will say, “What’s the hurry since the club is not open.”  Others are 
ready to use boating as a means to get away from the Safe at Home 
noise and get out on the water.  We fall into the latter group.  FantaC 
is ready to go in the water.  However, we were de facto parents to 
baby doves on the back of our boat last Saturday.  So, it sits until the 
first week in June.  I do plan on racing it in the June Rum series.   

On the surface there appears to be little to no activity within MBC.  
For the most part, there is no new news to report to the membership.  
The Safe at Home emergency status was extended through mid.-
June.  The State was divided into sectors for opening restaurants 
and other businesses.  I’m writing this article from the balcony of a 
hotel in Cadillac, where the restaurants are all advertising that they 
will be open on Friday for dining in.  However, Monroe is in the same 
sector as Wayne, Oakland and Macomb Counties, so you can bet 
that we will be in the last sector to open for inside service. 

When MBC gets the green light to open, there will be strict rules that 
we will be following.  We have a committee that is reviewing the rules 
and crafting a plan for how we will open.  The summer at the club 
and bar are going to be very different than past years.  At this time, 
we are hoping that our sector will be allowed to open at 50% 
capacity, so the takeout license may be an effective alternative for 
some.  We will be addressing all of the guidelines and getting the 
facility ready for when we can open this summer.  It will be a slow 
process, AND we will need the help of the entire membership.  If we 
cannot open and comply with the rules, we will need to shut down 
until the rules become more relaxed.  Please do not think this is some 
kind of cruel joke that we are mustering up to make all our lives 
miserable.  Celeste and I were at both RVYC and TYC over the 
weekend and these clubs are doing the best they can do to follow 
the rules.  The Liquor control staff and health department will visit 
MBC during the first week we are open.  Our ability to remain open 
will be determined by their findings on the initial and follow up 
meetings. 

All the more reason to start the boating season as soon as possible.  
Get out on the water and enjoy the warm weather and comradery of 
fellow members.  Once the sailing races start, we will likely be 
celebrating on the boats until Michigan’s Executive Orders are 
changed.  On a positive note for access to MBC, it looks like the 
Laplaisance Rd overpass at I-75 will be open for one lane traffic by 
mid-June. 

The Board meeting will be an in-person meeting for June.  
Unfortunately, this will all but eliminate any of the members from 
observing.  My hope is that larger groups will be allowed to assemble 
so that we can have a regular membership meeting toward the end 
of June.  Most of the AYC events and regattas through the middle of 
July have been cancelled.  Some of the clubs that have cancelled 
their Regattas, are planning a Commodore’s reception for later in the 
year.  Some are just cancelling the entire event.  We will be making 
a decision about MBC’s Regatta within the next couple of weeks.  

Let’s continue to stay positive and safe so that our attitudes and 
actions continue to bring members to this club.  As we open, 
remember that our ability to expand our hours and bring back food 
service will depend on the cooperation and support we get from our 
members – That’s both you and us!  I’m going to close with a quote 
from one of my favorite authors for these current, but not 
unprecedented political times.  For those of you who know that I was 
raised in Missouri, I have a special love for his writing. 

 

“Patriotism is supporting your country all the time, and your 
government when it deserves it.”  Mark Twain.
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Vice Commodore – Dan Martin 
June is bringing in some well needed joy as it is nice 
to see boats in at the MBC docks and Toledo Beach 
Marina. Happy to report my boat did well from 
launching to navigating to my home port at TBM.  

Work (daytime jobs) have keep several of the board 
members extra busy during the last several months. 

With some luck soon we all can get back to a more relaxed lifestyle 
and find time to enjoy the summer.  

As for the MBC clubhouse and grounds I will report the following. 
New portable toilet should be installed by now, new paint in the 

banquet room. The carpet removal and install is underway if not done 
by time of publication.  

The “virus” issue is still real and there have been meetings regarding 
boat clubs. I have been working with MBC along with some other 
clubs as we figure out how to comply with state regulations along 
with keeping staff, members and guest safe. There will be a new 
normal along with many changes in direction as procedures and 
policy are developed. Please be understanding. Hope to see all of 
you soon around the club. 

Rear Commodore – Brian Moyer 
Greetings MBC Members.  To quote a song from long 
ago, “What a long Strange Trip it’s been”.  We are 
starting to see some light at the end of the tunnel 
regarding the coronavirus restrictions here in 
Michigan.  I now have the guidelines we will be 

expected to follow when we reopen.  These guidelines are much 
different than we are used to.  Riverview Yacht Club opened 
Memorial Day Weekend and were promptly inspected by the Liquor 
Control Commission and Lucas County Health Department.  These 
inspections focused on Corona Virus Guidelines compliance and 
member compliance.  Monroe Boat Club should expect the same 
level of scrutiny and will prepare accordingly.  We are going to have 
a committee responsible for helping the implementation of 
reopening.  This committee will be looking at the nuts and bolts of 
how we usually do business versus what will be required to reopen.  
Since we are just starting this planning, I will keep this month’s article 
brief.  Once the committee has adopted a plan, we will be providing 

information to everyone regarding our operations through email 
updates. 

There are many political opinions intermixed in this crisis.  I want to 
be clear that opinions do not count when it comes to our Liquor 
License.  Disagreements with the rules cannot be entertained.  
If we cannot abide by the rules, we cannot be open. It is as simple 
as that.  There is a lot at stake in this situation.  Since we have 
already been under MLCC scrutiny, the stakes for MBC are even 
higher.  This is the time for the membership to come together and 
get this right.  We have a great club that many admire, let’s make this 
look easy.  Please feel free to contact me with suggestions and 
comments.  The conditions and timelines for opening Bars and 
Restaurants are very fluid right now.  I will update you all as I know 
more.  Thank You for your patience during this difficult situation. 

I hope to see you soon at MBC.

Power Fleet Capt. – Ryan Shaughnessey 
Hi members.  It’s great to see the boats finally hitting 
the water even though it’s a little later than we all 
wanted. There isn’t a lot of new information for me to 
pass on. It’s a tough year when it comes to poker 
runs. We have already confirmed the cancellation of 
the first poker run of the year at Point Place Boat Club. 

Word has it that Nugents Canal Yacht Club has cancelled their 

regatta for this year as well. That means no poker run there either. 
I’m hoping I will be able to pass on some positive news in the near 
future knowing we could all use it. Even in the tough times I am very 
thankful that we are still able to enjoy the water. Stay safe and I hope 
to see everyone soon.  

Thank you. 

Sail Fleet Capt. – John Davis 
I’m glad May is finally over as I have run out of 
adjectives to describe the crappy weather.  As of now 
there are a few sailboats and powerboats in our 
marina, and warm weather is on its way.  Our racing 
season should have started May 19 but has been 
pushed back to mid-June.  Hopefully by then some of 

the Covid-19 restrictions will have been lifted and the race buoys will 
be in place and the bar will be open. 

 

 

Dock Master – Brian Manor 
First, I would like to thank everyone who have taken 
upon themselves to clean up our docks. The banana 
docks have been power washed as well as most of 
the main T.  

The water system was repaired and should be 
working for all the docks. We do have some issues with the walkway 

on the main T. The high waters have floated the dock up and it has 
not settled back where it should have. I am going to plan a work party 
sometime this month to address the issues.  

Hopefully we can get our club reopened soon. Have wonderful and 
safe summer. 

 

Auxiliary – Michele Lachcik 
Well, May has come and gone, and we are still under 
the quarantine of our own homes except limited 
activity with social distancing. Hopefully, by the time I 
write this, we will be able to achieve a little more 
freedom in that we can reopen the club, even with six-
foot social distancing (didn’t happen due to Governor 

Whitmer extending the stay at home order now until June 12th).  
Hopefully soon, we will gain a little more freedom in other aspects of 

our lives including opening of stores, restaurants, putting people 
back to work, and in my case, getting a haircut!!! It is a fine line in 
trying to keep everybody safe and at the same time, having more 
freedom, but hopefully that will come soon.  

I want to thank Carol Smith and Chris Johnson who were going to 
chair the May burger nights for the Auxiliary which didn’t happen due 
to this lockdown. It is nice to know they were going to do this because 



MBC Harbor Light  June 2020 

 Page 3  

Jim and I were going to be on our Greece retirement trip which ended 
up getting postponed because of the virus. 

Also, thanks to Amelia Beverley and all the others I had lined up to 
put on a delicious brunch after the Memorial Day service, which isn’t 
happening this year, also again, due to the virus.  

It is nice to know that I was able to have these members step up to 
chair these functions in my absence. What a great group of friends. 

Thank you to Rudi Amer for planting flowers in the flowerpots to 
spruce up the grounds outside the club. It looks wonderful as always 
and brings in a ray of sunshine in these depressing times. 

Auxiliary meetings have not taken place since the lockdown. I will 
send a reminder when we can schedule a meeting via mail chimp. 

That’s all for now and hopefully we will be seeing you around the club 
soon!!! 

CCEC Update – Charlotte Neuhauser 
ACTIVITIES 

• No activities scheduled. 

• The June Environmental Career Day for 7th Graders was 

cancelled 

MBC CCEC NEWS 

MBC Book Club From Judy Peterson: “No meeting until 
the club reopens.” 

 

May 16-23rd was National Invasive 
Species Awareness Week so I 
thought we should be reminded of 
several of the major invasive species 
potentially in Lake Erie which can do 

great damage. “Asian carp” refers to several species of related fish 
that originated from Asia. As many as ten types of Asian carp are 
considered invasive around the world, but in the United States and 
Canada we use “Asian carp” to refer to four of these species – black 
carp, grass carp, bighead carp, and silver carp.  

The primary potential entry point of Asian Carp has been the Chicago 
Sanitary and Ship Canal/Illinois River which is currently being 
blocked by a series of electronic barriers. The potential impact of the 
Silver Carp has been well established with its tendency to leap out 
of the water when startled causing extreme potential harm to 
recreational boaters. The Silver and Big Head Carp have the 
potential to further reduce the base of the food chain, already 
seriously impaired by the Quagga and Zebra mussels, and further 
reducing the plankton population in the ecosystem.  

During a routine fish survey in the Tittabawassee River below the 
Dow Dam in Midland County on March 17, 2020, Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources staff captured an invasive grass 
carp. The Tittabawassee River flows into Saginaw Bay in Lake 
Huron. Lab testing determined that the fish was diploid, or capable 
of reproducing. This is the first documented capture of a diploid grass 
carp in Lake Huron. The DNR Implemented a response action on 
March 23 by using electrofishing boats in and near where the fish 
was caught. No additional grass carp were captured or observed. 
Additional response efforts were halted due to COVID-19 public 
health and safety advisories.  

Using ear bones, or otoliths, an analysis is being performed to 
determine if the grass carp was produced in Great Lakes waters or 
elsewhere. The results are not expected to be available until this 
summer. In recent years, most grass carp captures have been from 
Lake Erie and its tributaries. No grass carp have been captured in 
Lake St. Clair. Recent studies have documented successful grass 

carp spawning in the Sandusky and Maumee rivers, both tributaries 
of Lake Erie. For more information, click on 
http://asiancarp.us/AsianCarpProblem.html 

Below are pictures of the four types of Asian carp, in order of 
appearance, that we should be able to recognize: 

 

They are Grass Carp, Black Carp, Silver Carp, and Bighead Carp.  

Steps which are suggested to stop aquatic hitchhikers on boats and 
fishing equipment are listed below: 

- Clean off visible aquatic plants, animals, and mud from watercraft, 
motor, trailer, and equipment before leaving water access.  

- Scrub hull using a stiff brush.  

- Rinse watercraft, trailer, and equipment with high pressure hot 
water when possible.  

- Flush motor according to owner’s manual. 

- Jet Boats and Personal Watercraft (PWCs) users: Clean off visible 
aquatic plants, animals, and mud from hull, trailer, intake grate and 
steering nozzle, etc. Run engine 5-10 seconds to blow out excess 
water and vegetation from internal drive before leaving water access. 

- Sailors: Clean off visible aquatic plants, animals, and mud from the 
centerboard, bilge board wells, rudder post, trailer and other 
equipment before leaving water access. 

- Drain water from watercraft, motor, bilge, bladder tanks, livewell, 
and portable bait containers before leaving water access. 

- Dry everything for five days or more, unless otherwise required by 
local or state laws, when moving between waters to kill small species 
not easily seen OR wipe with a towel before reuse. 

Information from Michigan Department of Natural Resources, North 
American Invasive Species Management Association, 
http://stopaquaticHitchhikers.org,  and http://playcleango.org 

.

MBC-A (501c3) Update 
Like most people, companies and clubs, Monroe Boat Club’s 501c3 
organization, the MBC-Association, is still reeling from the closures, 
shutdowns and postponements arising from the COVID Crisis. 

Three major events for MBC-A have been cancelled this year: 
Michigan Walleye Tournament, the 10th Annual Environmental 
Career Day, and the newly formed 5th Grade Fishing Club.  In 
addition, one of our major opportunities of outside funding, receiving 

fees for managing a weekend of Charitable Gaming, was cancelled 
in April due to government regulations. 

Since we don’t schedule funding events during the summer as we 
like our weekends to be free for boating, our next opportunity for 
Charitable Gaming will be November 6-9. If you can help volunteer 
for a shift (or two) of about 4 hours, we’d love to have your help! 

http://asiancarp.us/AsianCarpProblem.html
http://stopaquatichitchhikers.org/
http://playcleango.org/
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Legitimate 501(c)3 organizations are listed in 
several national databases. One of the very 
first central sources of information on US 
nonprofits and currently the world’s largest 
source of nonprofit information is a company 
called GuidStar.   MBC Association has 
received a major recognition from GuideStar, 
the “Silver Seal of Transparency”. 

You can help the MBC Association of the 
Monroe Boat Club with its projects by 

taking advantage of Amazon Smile http://smile.amazon.com and 

indicate MBC Association as your charity, Amazon will give 0.5% of 
the purchase price for each item to MBC-A by depositing it directly 
into MBC-A’s bank account. It does not add to the cost of the item 
you’re purchasing, but it is taken from the purchase price that 
Amazon receives.  The Amazon items and purchase prices are the 
same as for those you don’t purchase through Smile.  When signing 
in to Amazon, simply use the following link http://smile.amazon.com 
to purchase your items. Make sure you are using our charity by 
clicking on MBC Association within the Amazon site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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MBC Club and Member Photos 
 

                   

                                                                     

Our MBC banquet room walls were repaired and painted the first week of April. Thanks goes to Rick Campbell, Cindy Trendle and 

Dennis Lamb. Great Job!!!  
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Improvement have been made in our Out lot Storage Area. A huge Thanks to John Gayne, Kevin Pifer and Rick Campbell. You can 

expect to see more improvements in the future. Thanks Guys!!!   
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Directory of Officers, Board, etc. 
FLAG OFFICERS for 2020 

  

  Commodore............................................................Fred Hoitash 

mbc.commodore.20xx@gmail.com (734) 649-1335 

  Vice Commodore…...................................................Dan Martin 

danbmartin@magnumtools.com (734) 751-8600 

  Rear Commodore.......................................Brian Moyer 

mbc.rear.comm@gmail.com (734) 777-6093 

  Power Fleet Captain......................................Ryan Shaugnessy 

ryan.shaughnessy@ymail.com (517) 745-8145 

   Sail Fleet Captain….................................................John Davis 

jadavis1@bex.net (419) 304-1211 

  Financial Secretary …………….…….…...…..Lance Piedmonte 

Treasurer...................................................................Kay Sisung 

Secretary................................................................Todd Strauch 

Dock Master….........................................................Brian Manor 

  Yard Master…………………………..…..……..……...Dave Ryan 

  By-law Chair……………………………….……….Rodger Dutton 

  Membership Chair...............................................Steve Hudkins 

  Historian…………………...….Charlotte Neuhauser/Rob Adkins 

  Obituaries.......Jim Brzuchalski-OH / P/C James Kozlowski -MI 

  Parliamentarian ............... ..............................Lance Piedmonte 

  Chaplain............................................................Fr. Darin Robert 

  

  

  

BOARD of DIRECTORS 

P/C Rodger Dutton - P/C Dave Fetterly 
P/C Dan Thomas - P/C Jeff Morrow  

 

BLUE GAVEL OFFICERS 

 President................................................... P/C John Peterson 

 Vice President…………… ……................... P/C Mike Powers 

 Secretary…………………………….....................P/C Ron Soto 

 Treasurer ….....................................................P/C Duke Finch 

 Chaplin........................................................P/C John Peterson 

 Delegates…………………………..…………….P/C Rick Murray 

                                                      P/C Jim Kozlowski 

AUXILIARY OFFICERS 

President………………...……..........................Michele Lachcik 

Vice Pres….........................................................Sharon Bagley 

Secretary ….......................................................Diane Costello 

Treasurer...................................................................Kim Fuller 

SATIN GAVEL OFFICERS 

President…………………………….....….………….Linda Lamb 

Vice-President…….......................................P/C Kathy Powers  

Secretary…………….........................................Celeste Hoitash 

Treasurer……………...............................................Molly Wood 

  

FIND MBC ON FACEBOOK! 

  

  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Comm. Fred Hoitash - P/C Dan Thomas 
P/C Jeff Morrow – Kay Sisung 

Fred Lemerand - Lance Piedmonte - Tom Snarey 

  

AYC DELEGATES: P/C Brian Moyer 

Larry Inguagiato – Ryan Shaughnessy 

AYC ALTERNATES: P/C Rick Campbell 

P/C Dan Thomas – P/C Rodger Dutton 

 ILYA DELEGATE: John Davis 

  

Roster & E-mail address changes.............Lance Piedmonte 

lance@piedmonte.com 

______________________________________________ 

NEWSLETTER “HARBOR LIGHT” 

 Editor................................................................Randy Treece 

randy.treece@icloud.com 

  

DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION  

20th of each month 

_______________________________________________ 

Monroe Boat Club website……..……….monroeboatclub.org  

MBC-A (501c3) website………..…….……mbcassociation.org 

Webmaster.........................................................Ken Naszradi 

knaszradi@yahoo.com 

 

  

mailto:mbc.commodore.20xx@gmail.com
mailto:danbmartin@magnumtools.com
mailto:mbc.rear.comm@gmail.com
mailto:ryan.shaughnessy@ymail.com
mailto:jadavis1@bex.net
mailto:lance@piedmonte.com
mailto:randy.treece@icloud.com
http://www.monroeboatclub.org/
http://mbcassociation.org/
mailto:knaszradi@yahoo.com
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Calendar of Events 

June 2020 
 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 Summer Storage 

Begins 

     

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
       

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Flag Day       

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
Father’s Day     Steak/Chicken Roast 

– Commodore’s 

Fundraiser 

 

28 29 30     
       

       
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Future Events 
• Jul 1 – Winter Storage Grace Period Ends 

Ongoing Events 

(Cancelled Until Further Notice) 

• Thursdays 5:30 – 8:00 pm Burger Night with 

Delicious Homemade Soup! 

• Weekday Banquet Room Rental only $150.00 

• Lunch Specials Every Day 
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MBC Classified Ads 

CLASSIFIED 
 

 

 
 

Summer Storage Season 

May 1- Nov 1 

Winter Storage Season 

Nov 1 - May 1 

Contact Yard Master 

Dave Ryan 

(419)-260-9578 – dryan@bex.net 
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