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Club  Commodore,   
Mike  Powers 

Vice  Commodore,  
Dave  Ryan 

Rear  Commodore,   
Bill  Amatucci 

G reetings from your Commodore! With  spring’s  
arrival (finally), many of us are making plans to 

launch our boats and start this boating season. With 
predictions for average water levels again this year, 
we should have another excellent season! 
     Congratulations go to the MBC Pool Team for 
taking top honors in the AYC Pool League for this 
past winter. After winning the first half, the team 
eased up on their competition in the second half. But, 
they pulled it out in the playoffs and won the champi-
onship. Great job! 
     I want to express my deep appreciation for the 
marvelous  Commodore’s  Ball.  My  special  thanks  to  
the Ball Committee for all your work in preparing such 
a great event. And I want to thank all the members 
who attended, making it a special evening for Kathy 
and me. 
     Kathy and I also want to thank those who helped 
with Burger Nights in April and the many who have 
already signed up for May. Proceeds go towards next 
year’s  Commodore’s  Ball.  Sign-up sheets to work 
Burger Nights are on the kitchen doors – please help 
out and earn some work hours. 
     While  I’m  at  it,  I  want  to  thank  P/C  Dewey  Ed-
wards for his many years of service as the de facto 
“Assistant  Rear  Commodore”  and  wish  him  the  very  
best as he retires from that job. As a past R/C, I know 
that the bar would not have run as well as it did with-
out  Dewey’s  advice  and  assistance.   
     We have a number of projects underway to im-
prove  the  club’s  exterior,  including  a  concrete  Com-
pass Rose near the main entrance and the Pavilion 
Paver Stone project. Please see the Vice Commo-
dore’s  report  for  more  details.  Both  projects  have  
come to fruition through the help and generosity of 
our members – thank you all!  
     The past month saw the debut of our new website! 
It’s  new  look  was  developed  by  Larry  Inguagiato  to  
highlight the content most wanted by you. It even 
includes  a  member’s  only  section!  Larry  has  also  
initiated  the  use  of  “Mail  Chimp”  for  sending  general  
announcements via email to members. My thanks to 
Larry for his efforts to improve our electronic commu-
nications!  
     Currently, MBC has several openings for member-
ship; if you know someone that might be interested, 
please invite them to the club and show what we 
have to offer. We have recently inducted a number of 
new members – a friendly greeting goes a long way 
in making a new member feel welcome!   
     I wish all of you a super start to safe and happy 
boating  this  season!  I’ll  see  you  around  the  club! 

Y our club is unbelievably busy this Spring, both 
in the boatyards and inside the clubhouse. I am 

certainly remiss for failing to mention some of the 
people critical to the momentum of MBC this month, 
and I apologize in advance for what is certain to be 
many omissions!  
     When visiting the Club lately, no doubt you have 
seen the mock-up of the Compass Rose (built by 
Rick and Wendy Campbell) near the main entrance.  
Initially suggested by Fred Lemerand and developed 
by Charlotte Neuhauser, this will be transformed into 
reality on April 28 when construction begins. The final 
product will be an 8-ft diameter compass with acid-
etched permanent colorings.  Landscaping and plant-
ings will complete a nautical entry to the clubhouse, 
grounds and docks by Memorial Day.  
     Also underway is the P/C Tom Konopka enhance-
ment  to  the  BBQ  Pavilion  area.  Last  summer  “TK”  
purchased and gave several pallets of paver stones 
to MBC, which will be installed adjacent to the Pavil-
ion and yard side/dockside doorway. Sprinkler heads 
will  be  moved,  and  earth  excavated  down  11”  to  
provide for a properly compacted foundation. This will 
give us much needed space for tables and chairs 
near the grassy areas. Thank you TK for your gener-
ous donation and vision for this lasting improvement 
to Monroe Boat Club! 
     This month ushers in the beginning of the boating 
season, and MBC is brimming with events. Boaters 
Breakfasts begin at 9am Sunday April 27, continuing 
on the 4th Sunday of most months through Septem-
ber. Graduations, weddings and showers are in abun-
dance this month, with celebrations at MBC by Edie 
Docusen, Sue Van Thomme, John Kauffman, Chris 
Jacobs, Scott Hudkins, and Steve Hudkins. David 
Tasker will host the Monroe Charter Volunteer Fire 
Dept. for a Steak Roast at our club, and Gary Kranz 
hosts the Monroe Board of Realtors. 
     Club members will also have plenty to do, with 
band  nights  May  10  (Howlin’  Mercy)  and  May  17  
(Soul Kitchen), Burger Thursdays continue, and Sail 
Races  begin  Tuesday  May  13.  Don’t  forget  Mother’s  
Day on May 11, which Chris Jacobs celebrates with 
the annual 5K Run. Memorial Day is on May 26 this 
year, with the Club Brunch and Memorial Day Service 
Monday morning. 
     Jason Kitts and his crew from Rainbow Interna-
tional cleaned our carpets to prepare for the spring 
events, while Rick and Wendy moved the dance floor 
tiles,  and  Ron  Soto  organized  the  Commodore’s  
Room  to  allow  for  complete  cleaning.  (continued….) 

F irst, I want to say thank you to Dewey Edwards 
for the help he has given me the number of  

times I have served as Rear Commodore. Dewey has 
put  in  a  long  12years  as  the  “Mr.  Helper  for  the  Rears”  
throughout the years and it is time for him to retire 
from the job.  
     In saying that, there is much to do to keep mem-
bers happy in the club. The R/C runs the day to day 
operations of the bar...not the kitchen, not the gate, 
not the trash pickup, and not the membership. In 
recent weeks it seems like a number of our members 
have forgotten that each Officer has defined responsi-
bilities  at  our  club.  It's  not  the  bar  maids’  nor  the  R/C’s  
job to handle the every day operations at our club. We 
ARE available to help or direct you if you do not know 
or do not read the bylaws in the membership book.  
     As I will be stepping down from the Rear Commo-
dores job in the fall, I would like to advise any mem-
ber who may be thinking of running for Rear Commo-
dore start learning now. There are many tasks to be 
learned, and am happy to start showing you now.  
    Following the Change of Watch, I am looking for-
ward to traveling out west and down south with my 
better half Sheri.  

BUNCO MONDAYS  
 
Third Monday 
6:30pm 

     You’ll  also  notice  the  Family  Restroom  undergoing  
a transformation courtesy of Trish Soto. As spring is 
the time for renewal and new growth, Larry Inguagiato 
has certainly transformed the on-line look of MBC with 
his overhaul of the club website and email communi-
cations.  
     Thank you to everyone who has worked and par-
ticipated at MBC! It is our great members that make 
MBC a great club! 
DRyan@bex.net or phone 419-260-9578. 

Vice Commodore, cont’d……………………….. 

mailto:DRyan@bex.net


Auxiliary, 
Kim  Fuller 

Club/Community  
Events  Committee,   

Charlotte  Neuhauser 

Activities 
x� May 8, End of Life Issues 

x� May 16/ 30 Environ. Career Day for 7th Graders 
x� Regatta…save  your  used  books,  CDs,  DVDs,  

Wii and other computer games  
 

On Thursday May 8, in the 
banquet room, Susan Dirkes, a 
palliative nurse, will discuss the 
end-of-life issues that each of 
us should be addressing before 
we actually need to. These 
might include: Who would be 
your pick to make health care 

choices for you if you were not able to do so? Have you 
talked with your doctor about end-of-life care? What 
treatments would you want to have if you were very ill? 
Are there any you would not accept? Would you want 
to be resuscitated if you stop breathing or your heart 
stops? Do you want to be at home, in a hospital or 
somewhere else, such as a hospice facility, at the end 
of your life? Do you have a living will spelling out your 
wishes for end-of-life health care? Come and bring your 
friends, relatives, and questions. 

…for  your  participation  at  the  
Customs presentation and 
Dealing with Disaster Day. 
The 4/6 presentation by the 
US Customs and Border Pro-
tection Team attracted 45 
attendees, including about 30 

MBC members and about 15 attendees from neighbor-
ing boat clubs and the public.  Information provided 
focused on latest registration/documentation require-
ments for returning from Canada to the US by 
boat.  Alternatives discussed included the I-68, SVRS 
and the recommended Nexus card which is valid for 5 
years, is renewable and satisfies reentry requirements 
by boat, by car and by air.  We were reminded: 1) boats 
30’  and  over  require  a  CBP  User  Fee  decal,  2)  all  trav-
elers receive a BR# (boat registration number) after 
signing up for Nexus, I-68, or SVRS, 3) all skippers 
must call-in prior to reentry to the US. For further infor-
mation we were directed to the website (http://
www.cbp.gov/) for the necessary forms, what to do, and 
where to go. 
     The event was enjoyed by attendees and the event 
team which included: Officers Greg Welsh and Tracey 
Mann who presented, Rear Commodore Bill Amatucci 
at the rear bar, Vice Commodore who hoisted the flags, 
Jim Alban for planning the membership table, Bill Hunt-
ley for staffing the membership table, Carol Zielinski for 
help with setup and photography event and Carolyn 
Dutton for providing a truck mount for the welcome 
flag.  In particular, Don Blouin mentioned how much he 
enjoyed working with the MBC members who volun-
teered to help make the event successful.  The club 
looked great! 
     “Dealing with Disaster” Day, led by John Rudy, 
was a great day for 40 attendees for reinforcing safety 
facts that we tend to forget or we may never have 
learned.  The  Monroe  County  Sheriff’s  Department  

P lease extend a warm welcome to the new mem-
bers inducted at the April meeting. We look 

forward to getting to know you and involving you in 
future functions! 
     The Children's Easter Egg Hunt and Party was a 
lot of fun. Thankfully, we were able to hide the eggs 
outside this year. When we opened the back door for 
the kids to start, they were gone in a flash. They 
found every egg that was hid. A good time was en-
joyed by all. A big THANK YOU to the Easter Bunny, 
a job well done!   
     A big thanks goes out to Carol Smith and her crew 
for sponsoring the Good Friday Fish Fry. It takes a lot 
of effort to host this, and it is truly appreciated by 
everyone.  
     The first of six Boater's Breakfast was held on 
April 27th. Look for flyers to remind you of the dates 
on the bulletin boards, club website, on bar tables, 
and email communications. The flyers list the dates, 
(fourth Sunday -except in July), times and prices. Due 
to Regatta being the last Sunday, we will have it on 
July 20th. We will offer the same delicious breakfast, 
that we have in years past...you will not leave hungry! 
     Hope everyone was able to make it to the "Lia 
Sophia Party" that was hosted by Relay for Life.  
Thank you JoAnn Van Aken for being our hostess for 
the night. This was a worthwhile fund raiser and thank 
you to everyone who supported it.  
     Our next fund raiser. Is May 10th. We will be offer-
ing a Wine Tasting from 4-6 pm along with a silent 
auction of themed gift baskets to bid on from 4-8 pm.  
A Steak Roast will be held from 5-8 pm. Look for a 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the bar. To end 
the night, our Rear Commodore has lined up a Blues 
Band from 8 pm till midnight. All of these functions will 
take place in the Backroom of the Club.  
     Don't forget about the KOOZIES that we are still 
selling in the bar and BUNCO night the third Monday 
of the month at 6:30 pm.  
     The Memorial Day Service and the Blessing of the 
Fleet will be held on Monday, May 26th. The Auxiliary 
will be sponsoring a brunch after the service. Thank 
you Linda Palm, Gail McCormick and Patty Snarey for 
chairing this event. They will be looking for donations 
of coffee cakes and fruit.  There will by a sign-up 
sheet posted soon for this and remember each coffee 
cake or fruit dish you bring is 2 work hours.  
     The Auxiliary will be sponsoring Burger Night for 
the month of June.  There will be a sign-up sheet on 
the kitchen door for this soon. Any and all help will be 
greatly appreciated.  
     The Book Club Meeting will be May 7th and they 
are reading the 2nd book in Nora Roberts trilogy - 
Shadow Spell. We meet at noon discuss the book 
and have lunch. Come out and join us!  
     That's it for now...see you around the club! 

representatives demonstrated  CPR while offshore, 
first aid for illness and injury, hypothermia, broken 
bones, burns, and bleeding. The Monroe Township 
Fire Department representatives then presented  the 
types and properties of extinguishers, when and how 
to use, wet and dry, oil on water, propane, alcohol 
fires, electrical and explosion hazard, warnings and 
alarms. Actually seeing demonstrations of what hap-
pens when water is mixed with gas fires drove home 
what a bad idea that is. The Toledo Sail and Power 
Squadron representatives covered water rescue, 
inflatables, life slings, flotation equipment, and use of 
GPS for man overboard.  Everyone had the oppor-
tunity to light flares, and it was clear that old flares 
may be duds or difficult to light. Check the dates on 
your flares.  
     The backroom looked great, and our appreciation 
goes to Rear Commodore Bill Amatucci for staffing 
the back bar, Greg Arndt and Carol Zielinski for staff-
ing the food table, and especially to John Rudy for his 
excellent leadership of the Day. 
     For those interested in hosting and/or volunteering 
for club events, these opportunities are a wonderful 
experience and there is always someone available to 
help with questions.  (Thanks Wendy for your help!) 
Brochures provided by the presenters are available to 
the left of the work hours slips in the ships store area. 
     On the 16th and 30th of May, MBC will host 120 
7th graders from Monroe Middle School for an Envi-
ronmental Career Day. MBC is offering the program 
in collaboration with Monroe County Intermediate 
School District, the River Raisin Institute, and Monroe 
County Community College. This is the third year we 
have offered this special day for the students, and 
every year it continues to improve and grow in attend-
ance. This year we have a grant from the Monroe 
County Waste Foundation covering the cost of the 
day.  Sixty students will be at MBC from 9-2 on May 
16 and 60 at MCCC; on May 30, they will exchange 
places.  
     The curriculum is focusing this year on invasive 
species—both on land and in the water. The U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection Agricultural Special-
ists and their dog will once again be part of the pro-
gram. The students will be conducting research this 
year by measuring and analyzing the quality of the 
Lake Erie water at different sites; therefore, we are 
looking for boat captains who are willing to take 6-8 
students on their boats for the purpose of collecting a 
small sample of water and bringing it back to the 
clubhouse for the analysis. A longer timeframe has 
been allocated for the boat ride which should provide 
a good learning experience for the students. Volun-
teers for both days are needed for boating, monitoring 
around clubhouse and docks, helping with games, 
setting up, serving lunch, and cleaning up. Please let 
me  know  if  you’re  available,  cneuhauser@gmail.com 
or 248.982.8199.   
     FYI…Do  you  like  to  bike,  kayak  or  sight-see? Do 
you enjoy fine dining and local food & beverages? 
Michigan Recreation & Park Association has just the 
trip to suit your tastes with four unique Trek, Taste 
and Tour adventures in summer, 2014. Choose one, 
or choose them all! Register online at 
www.mrpaonline.org/travel. 

http://www.cbp.gov/
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Power  Fleet  Capt.   
Rob  Schneider 

FLAG OFFICERS for 2014 
Commodore.........................................................MIKE POWERS 

(734) 546-2382 mnpowers@radideo.net 

Vice Commodore….................................................DAVE RYAN 

(419) 260-9578 dryan@bex.net 

Rear Commodore..........................................BILL AMATUCCI 

(734)335-6118, (734) 837-6095 wamatucci@comcast.net 

Power Fleet Captain...................................ROB SCHNEIDER 

(910) 487-2020 robertschneider@comcast.net  

 Sail Fleet Captain….....................................JOHN KAUFFMAN 

 (734) 279-0232  johnrkauffmanjr@gmail.com  

 

 Financial Secretary ………………………...…..Larry Inguagiato 

Treasurer..........................................................Lance Peidmonte 
Secretary..................................................................Fred Hoitash 

Dock Master…........................................................David Collino 
 Historian..........................William Huntley/Charlotte Neuhauser 

 Membership Chair.......................................................Jim Alban 
 Obituaries......(MI) - P/C Paul Braunlich; (OH) - Jim Brzuchalski 
 ILYA Delegate........................................................Mike Powers 

 Parliamentarian ................ ..............................P/C David Powell 

 Chaplain............................................................Fr. Darin Robert 
Fleet Surgeon ……...........................................Dr. Vicki Collins 

 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 
P/C Brian Moyer - P/C Rodger Dutton -  

P/C Wendy Campbell -  P/C Rick Campbell  
  

BLUE GAVEL OFFICERS 

 President.............................................................P/C Ron Soto 

 Vice President…………………...................P/C Rodger Dutton 
 Secretary. ............................... ...…..........P/C William Amatucci 

 Treasurer ................................ ….................P/C Paul Braunlich 

 Chaplin ................................... ...…....................P/C Ric Murray 

 Delegates…………………………....…………….P/C Ric Murray 
                       P/C Jim Kozlowski 

AUXILIARY OFFICERS 

President ................................. …...............................Kim Fuller 

Vice Pres….............................................................Kathy Powers 
Secretary ................................. ….........................Diane Costello 

Treasurer........................................................Sue Van Thomme 
SATIN GAVEL OFFICERS 

President……………………………...….…………...Carol Smith 
Vice-President……............................................Sheri Amatucci     

Secretary…………….........................................Celeste Hoitash 

Treasurer…………….....................................Sue Van Thomme 
 

FIND  MBC  ON    FACEBOOK! 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Cmdr. Mike Powers - P/C Brian Moyer - P/C Rodger Dutton -  

Tom Snarey -  P/C Paul Braunlich -                                         
Fred Lemerand - Bill Huntley 

 

AYC DELEGATES: Larry Inguagiato - Brian Moyer -  

Rob Schneider - AT LARGE: P/C Ron Stokes  
AYC ALTERNATES: P/C Rick Campbell - P/C Ron Soto -      

John Kauffman 

  

Roster & E-mail address changes.................Larry Inguagiato 
larry.inguagiato@mac.com 

______________________________________________ 
NEWSLETTER “HARBOR LIGHT” 

 Editor..........................................................John Glanville, Jr. 

(734) 241-2824 paragon25556@juno.com 

 
DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION  

20th of each month 
_______________________________________________ 

Monroe Boat Club Web Site:  www.monroeboatclub.org  

Webmaster.....................................................Larry Inguagiato 

larry.inguagiato@mac.com 
 

View the Harbor Light and other club events online! 

Sail  Fleet  Captain,  
John  Kauffman 

T he weather has finally started to resemble 
spring so we can uncover our boats at last 

prepare for the boating season. Just today I bought  
my bottom paint and a few other necessities. In just a 
couple weeks, there will be boats in the harbor and 
we’ll  be  looking  forward  to  the  first  "shakedown"  race  
of the Tuesday night series on May 13th. The water 
level looks good and in general the docks appear to 
have survived the winter without much damage. If 
you are looking for work hours, contact Dock Master 
Collino. He will be looking for help shortly to have a 
work party to get the docks ready for summer.  
     If you haven't checked it out yet, take a look at the 
new club website. Financial Secretary Larry In-
guagiato has done a great job creating this lots of 
good club information, along with several links that 
will be interesting for all. There will be a lot of updates 
to the sail fleet area once we start our racing season, 
including the ability to update our section with pic-
tures from our events.   
    The Sail Fleet will again have a Cruising Class and 
flag for those that are interested in tracking their 
cruising miles this summer. It is open to all MBC 
boats (Sail and Power) and applications will be avail-
able at the Sail fleet information board in the club. It 
is a good way to challenge yourself to go farther this 
year if you participated last year, and is designed to 
encourage the use of your boat.   
     Come on out and enjoy the club, the season's 
right around the corner. See you at the club! 

Dock  Master, 
David  Collino 

C ongratulations to Jim and Michele Lach-
cik!  They were the first boat in the harbor 

this year, launching on April 18th.   
     Finally we have open water under our docks. 
It looks as though we came out of the long hard 
freeze in relatively good shape all things consid-
ered. There are a few docks that will need some 
repairs. If any of these are your dock, please be 
patient the people that do this work are in high 
demand right now as you can probably imagine. 
We will coordinate with you should your boat 
need to be temporarily relocated while repairs 
take place. 
     Reminder all dock holders that in accordance 
with the Dock Rules your dock poles need to be 
installed by the third Friday in May. This year 
that is May 16th.  Any poles not installed by this 
deadline will be installed by the Dock Commit-
tee  the  following  morning  at  the  dock  holder’s  
expense.  
     Also remember if you have purchased a new 
boat in the off season, I need to have proof of 
ownership and proof of insurance before your 
new boat can be docked at MBC. 

H ello my friends at MBC!  
     It’s  finally  boating  season  and  the  

weather is seemingly turning warm.  
     For  starters,  I’m  planning  a  shakedown  
cruise and steak cookout for May 17th to DBBC. 
I’m  hoping  all  the  ice  will  be  forgotten  by  then  
and many of us will be in the water and ready to 
kick  off  the  summer  season.  I’ll  post  a  sign-up 
sheet in the bar, so please plan to attend the 
first cruise of the year. We all need to get out on 
the water to shake off this record-breaking cold 
and snowy winter.   
     We have a SSBC Bus Trip visiting the same 
day as our wine tasting, steak roast and danc-
ing, May 10th.  We expect them to arrive around 
2:30 pm. I am asking for donations of appetizers 
and goodies to share with our friends. There will 
be a sign-up sheet posted in the bar.  
     It will be a busy day at the club and a chance 
to show our hospitality to SSBC as well as sup-
port the Relay for Life Team! I hope to see you 
there! 



MBC  is  a  member  of  the   
Inter-Lake  Yachting  Assn.   

(I-LYA) 
What  is  I-LYA? 

 

x� I-LYA  is  an  organization  of  147  clubs  lo-
cated  in  OH,  MI,  IN,  NY,  PA  and  Ontario. 

x� I-LYA  serves  as  a  “watchdog”  for  pro-
posed  legislation  that  may  affect  boaters  
in  the  Lake  Erie  area. 

x� I-LYA  represents  its  member  clubs  by  
sending  delegates  to  five  major  U.S.  boat-
ing  organizations. 

x� I-LYA,  through  the  Inter-Lake  Yachts-
man’s  Fund,  supports  training,  education  
and  Junior  activities. 

x� I-LYA  sponsors  both  power  and  sail  regat-
tas  annually  at  Put-In-Bay  for  youth  and  
adults. 

The  remainder  of  this  article  is  dedi-
cated  to  the  last  item.    The  2014  I-LYA  regatta  
schedule:  Junior  Sail  Regatta,  July  20  –  24;;  
Sail  Regatta,  July  31  –  August  3;;  Powerboat  &  
Junior  Powerboat  Regattas,  August  6  –  10. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  
about  the  regattas,  visit  www.i-lya.org.    On  the  
Home  page  there  are  links  to  each  of  the  four  
regattas.     

Under  the  Powerboat  regatta  there  
are  links  to  the  Schedule,  Registration,  Event  
Rules,  and  Committee  &  Contacts.    Registra-
tion  includes  dockage  and  the  social  package  
for  the  regatta  participants  on  your  boat.    Dock-
age  is  for  four  nights  and  runs  from  noon  
Wednesday,  8/6  to  noon  Sunday,  8/10.    For  
those  who  register  for  dockage  with  I-LYA,  
your  dock  assignment  will  be  made  by  I-LYA  
and  will  be  communicated  to  you  in  advance  of  
the  regatta.  “A”  Dock  is  the  assigned  I-LYA  
dock.    The  social  package  fee  includes  the  
following:  Hot  Dog  Roast,  Beer  Trailer,  Steak  
Roast,  Thursday  supper  (TBD)  and  the  Rum  
Party.    For  those  who  want  to  register  with  the  
regatta,  but  not  for  dockage,  the  appropriate  
social  package  (Non  I-LYA  Dockage  Partici-
pants)  must  be  purchased.    The  Registration  
forms  are  now  available  at  i-lya.org.    If  you  are  
planning  to  attend  please  mail  your  completed  
registration  form  and  check  by  the  deadline,  
July  4,  2014.    Registrations  that  are  post  
marked  after  this  date  will  be  assessed  a  $25  
late  fee,  which  has  been  waived  in  recent  
years,  but  will  be  enforced  this  year.    The  reg-
istration  fee  is  refundable,  if  your  cancellation  
is  submitted  before  July  20,  2014. 

For  those  who  are  taking  children,  
please  also  complete  the  Junior  Powerboat  
registration  form.  I  strongly  encourage  those  
with  children  or  grandchildren  to  consider  at-
tending  this  event;;  review  the  Regatta  Sched-
ule  and  you  will  see  that  there  are  numerous  
children’s  activities. 

Larry  Inguagiato  is  returning  this  year  
to  be  the  Dock  master  for  the  Powerboat  Re-
gatta  and  Mike  Powers  is  currently  the  Secre-
tary  of  the  Powerboat  Regatta  Committee  and  
MBC’s  I-LYA  Delegate.  Larry  was  elected  to  
the  I-LYA  Nominations  Committee  this  spring,  
and  Dave  Ryan  sits  on  the  Senior  Sail  Commit-
tee.  All  are  available  for  any  questions  con-
cerning  the  Sail  or  Powerboat  Regattas. 

TRAVELIING  TO  THE  GALAPAGOS  
ABOARD  THE  ERIE  SPIRIT           
Sorry  we  missed  writing  an  article  for  a  cou-
ple  of  issues  of  the  Harbor  light,  but  we  
have  had  a  busy  couple  of  months  getting  
ready  to  cross  the  Pacific.  As  I  (Mark)  write  
this,  we  are  sailing  west  from  Bahia  Ecua-
dor,  to  the  Galapagos  Islands,  a  distance  of  
about  635nm.  We  departed  Bahia  about  
1:30pm  on  Saturday  April  12th,  and  as  I  
write  this  it  is  1:00am  April  14th,  and  we  
have  460nm  to  go  yet.    We  are  hopeful  to  
arrive  either  Thursday  or  Friday  this  week  
(we  don’t  want  to  arrive  on  the  weekend,  as  
one  pays  extra  to  check  in).  I  am  able  to  
post  this  article  via  Sat  Phone  email.  If  you  
want  to  follow  us  we  update  a  blog  on  Face-
book  (Aboard  Erie  Spirit),  and  you  can  get  
to  our  Satellite  tracking  page,  which  while  
under  way  keeps  track  of  our  position  in  
real  time,  at  our  website,  
www.aboarderiespirit.com. 

          On  passages  like  this,  Susan  and  take  
turns  with  4-hour  watches,  so  we  really  
don’t  see  much  of  each  other,  except  for  the  
5  minute  hand-off  on  watch  change,  or  at  
meal  time.  Other  than  that,  whoever  is  off  
watch  is  in  the  bunk  catching  some  shut  
eye.  As  I  have  the  10pm  to  2am  watch,  so  I  
will  awaken  Susan  in  about  an  hour  for  her  
2am  to  6am  watch. 

          We  almost  overstayed  our  welcome  in  
Ecuador  -  on  entry  we  applied  for  a  12-
month  permit  to  keep  the  boat  there,  and  
that  year  was  up  on  April  12th,  the  day  we  
left.  Beyond  that  time,  customs  wants  to  
charge  import  duty  on  the  boat.  In  addition,  
since  Susan  came  back  to  Ecuador  a  cou-
ple  of  weeks  ahead  of  me  to  get  the  boat  
ready,  we  found  her  visa  had  expired  when  
we  went  to  immigration  to  checkout.  Fortu-
nately  after  a  year,  we  had  met  the  right  
people,  and  were  able  to  work  that  out  with-
out  much  hassle.  But  we  definitely  had  a  
deadline  to  depart,  and  it  was  a  whirlwind  of  
boat  maintenance,  provisioning,  and  gov-
ernment  paperwork  to  leave  on  time. 

          We  are  going  to  miss  Ecuador.  The  peo-
ple  were  great,  living  was  inexpensive,  and  
we  made  a  lot  of  good  friends  there.  Fuel  is  
government  subsidized,  so  diesel  was  
$1.30  a  gallon.  We  hired  one  of  the  locals  
almost  full-time  during  our  stay  to  work  on  
the  boat  at  $15/day….  he  varnished,  paint-
ed  the  bilge,  and  whatever  other  mainte-
nance  we  needed.  I  am  sure  that  is  the  last  

we  will  see  of  those  types  of  prices  during  
our  trip. 

          While  in  Ecuador  we  took  the  opportunity  
to  explore  some  of  South  America  by  land.  
In  August  we  headed  south  by  bus,  and  
explored  Peru  from  the  North  end  almost  to  
the  South  end.  The  busses  in  Peru  are  
great  -  like  first  class  on  an  airplane.  Fully-
reclining  super  comfortable  seats,  hot  meals  
served,  entertainment  center  in  the  seat-
back  ahead  of  your  seat  with  good  movies  
available,  and  Wi-Fi  aboard.  I  had  to  fly  
back  to  the  States  after  a  few  weeks  of  ex-
ploring,  Susan  continued  on  and  visited  
Bolivia,  and  then  worked  her  way  through  
Brazil  to  Rio,  from  which  she  flew  back  to  
the  States  as  well. 

          The  Galapagos  should  be  an  interesting  
stop,  although  a  lot  of  boats  pass  it  by  due  
to  the  cost  of  entry,  and  the  regulations.  The  
islands  are  part  of  Ecuador,  and  deemed  a  
National  Park.  Entering  by  boat,  the  maxi-
mum  stay  is  20  days,  and  you  can  only  an-
chor  in  one  place,  from  there  one  has  to  
take  tour  boats  to  the  other  islands  to  ex-
plore.  Ecuador  requires  one  to  hire  an  agent  
to  handle  the  check-in  procedures,  so  with  
that  and  the  other  fees  that  are  charged,  the  
cost  to  enter  will  be  over  $1000.  On  top  of  
that,  the  officials  send  a  diver  down  to  in-
spect  the  bottom  of  the  boat  (another  fee),  
and  if  they  deem  it  is  not  clean  enough,  they  
will  send  you  back  out  to  sea,  and  you  have  
to  hire  a  dive  boat  to  come  out  and  clean  
the  bottom.  In  addition  the  boat  is  inspected,  
fumigation  is  required  (another  fee),  you  
have  to  have  generated  written  documents  
describing  how  the  boat  handles  garbage  
and  black  water  (holding  tank).  They  don’t  
make  it  easy  to  go  there,  which  I  think  is  
their  intent.  Some  people  just  fly  over  from  
the  mainland,  get  a  hotel  and  tour  the  is-
lands,  and  skip  the  stop  by  boat,  going  
straight  to  French  Polynesia. 

          Speaking  of  which,  that  is  our  next  stop  
after  the  Galapagos,  with  the  first  and  east  
most  land  in  French  Polynesia  being  the  
Marquesas  Islands.  The  run  from  the  Gala-
pagos  to  the  Marquesas  will  be  our  longest  
run,  which  is  3000  miles;;  we  figure  close  to  
30  days  at  sea,  and  there  is  nothing  be-
tween  the  Galapagos  and  the  Marquesas! 

          More  of  our  travels  next  month…..  see  
you  on  the  water, 

Mark  &  Susan 



AYC Poker Run Schedule 

Cooley Canal Yacht Club            
June 13-15 

Wyandotte Yacht Club                
June 27-29  

Ottawa River Yacht Club             
July 11-13 

River View Yacht Club                 
July 18-20 

and opening of the cards:  

Ford Yacht Club  

August 15-17 

Monroe Boat Club – New Website 
     Over the last month, I have been working on a new 
website for MBC. The site has a totally new look and 
contains significantly more up to date content. It is quick 
and easy to add events and make updates as things 
change at MBC. 
     The site will be a great place for our members to keep 
informed of activities happening at MBC. For the boaters, 
there are links to weather sites, other clubs and destina-
tions and even a link to all of the NOAA nautical charts. 
     There is also  a  MBC  “Members  Only”  section,  which  
contains information not normally available to non-
members such as our by-laws, and dock rules. 
     To  access  the  member’s  only  area,  you  will  have  to  
use the sign up form (which pops up when you click the 
Members tab) to request access. I will promptly approve 
MBC member requests and send you an email when you 
can  start  accessing  information  in  the  member’s  only  
area. 
     The new site is accessed at the same web address: 
www.monroeboatclub.org  
     If you have any comments, suggestions or issues, let 
me know. If the old site still appears when you try to 
access the new site, you may have to refresh your brows-
er to clear any cached (saved) web pages from your 
browser. 
I hope you enjoy the new look. 
Larry Inguagiato 
Financial Secretary & Webmaster 

 
 

May 10th, 2014    
Monroe Boat Club 

Relay for Life Fundraiser 
 

********************************************************************************************************************************** 

Wine Tasting 4pm-6pm $5 
********************************************************************************************************************************** 

Steak Roast 6pm-8pm 

Steak$15.00 Chicken $10 
*********************************************************************************************************************************** 

Silent Auction 4pm-8pm 
(Winners to be Announced During Band) 

*********************************************************************************************************************************** 

Howlin’ Mercy Blues Band 

8pm-Midnight   
************************************************************************************************************************************* 

 
**All Events Held in Banquet Room** 

http://www.monroeboatclub.org


James Baker (no photo) lives in the 
Carleton, MI area.  You may have 

seen Jim at Harbor Marine where he 
is employed. In his spare time he 

enjoys his 30-ft. Chris Craft. 
 

Mark Barker  (no photo) resides in 
Maybee, MI and operates his own 
construction business.  He enjoys 

fishing, hunting.  Mark and his wife, 
Juanita, enjoy boating on their 24-

ft. Wellcraft.  
 

Dr. Stephen Bell (pictured, top 
right) lives in the Monroe area and 
enjoys skiing, aviation and martial 
arts.  His wife, Michelle and their 
four children have quality family 

time together with Dr. Bell on their 
26-ft. Pearson sailboat.  

 
Ronald Jacobs (pictured, left) lives 

in the Luna Pier area and is the 
owner of "Wolverine Propeller" 
(Lincoln Park, MI).  As you might 

guess he enjoys anything mechani-
cal and the water.  Ron and his wife 
also enjoy boating in their 39-ft. Sea 

Ray.  
 

John Myers (no photo) resides in 
Monroe and enjoys weight lifting, 

youth/high school sports and 
"Island Hopping."  John and his wife 

Cheryl have a 36-ft. Rinker.  
 

Ken Rowland  (pictured, bottom 
right) lives in Southgate and works 

at "Dick Genthe Chevrolet" 
(Southgate, MI). Ken likes camping, 
swimming and cycling. Ken and his 
wife, Christine have fun boating on 

their 27-ft. Mirage.   

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS! 





MONROE  BOAT  CLUB 
7932  Bolles  Harbor  Drive 
Monroe,  Michigan    48161 
734-243-8935 
 

 

 

            
 
 

Member  AYC,  ILYA  ,  YCA   
and   US  Sailing  Assn. 

MONROE  BOAT  CLUB  CALENDAR-AT-A-GLANCE 

Stay  up  to  date  with  all  of  the  club’s  events  on  the  web  site:  www.monroeboatclub.org 

  BURGER  NIGHT   
Thursdays  5:30-8:00  pm 

Offering  Delicious   
Homemade  

Soup! 

BE ONE OF  

    4  -  Book  Club  12n   
    6  -  CCEC  Presentation  3pm 
    7  -  Fishing  Derby 
6-8  TYC  Mills  Trophy  Race 
11  -  Board  Meeting  6:30pm;;   
 General  Membership  7pm 
13  -  Poker  Run  (CCYC) 
13-15  -  Club  Cruise  to  MBI 
15  -  HAPPY  FATHER’S  DAY! 
18  -  House  Cmte.  Mtg.  7pm 
21  -  Shotz  on  the  Dock  Party/DJ 
21  -  Steak  Roast/Live  Music  (Bar) 
25  -  Auxiliary  Meeting  7pm 
27  -  Poker  Run  (WYC) 
 

  

    7  -  Book  Club  12n 
    8  -  CCEC  Presentation  7pm 
10  -  Visiting  Bus  3pm 
10  -  Relay  for  Life  Fundraiser   
 -Wine  Tasting  4-6pm 
 -Steak  Roast  6-8pm 
 -Blues  Band  8-midnight 

11  -  HAPPY  MOTHER’S  DAY! 
14  -  Board  Meeting  6:30pm;;   
 General  Membership  7pm 
16  -  CCEC  Environ.  Career  Day   
16  -  Dock  pole  installation  deadline 
17  -  Shakedown  Cruise  (DBBC) 
17  -  Live  Music  in  the  Bar  8pm 
21  -  House  Cmte.  Mtg.  7pm   
26  -  Memorial  Day  Services  9am 
28  -  Auxiliary  Meeting  7pm 
30  -  CCEC  Environ.  Career  Day 

 

 

HAPPY HOUR Mon-Fri 12-6pm  

 

BOATER’S BREAKFAST MONTHLY  

9 AM- 12:30 PM 

May 25th, June 22nd 

Tuesday  Night  Races 
May  13  (shakedown),  20,  27 

June  3,  10,  17,  24 


